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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade 5 

Unit of Study 4 
Pacing 5-7 Weeks 

Unit Overview  In this unit, students will focus on reading literature and 
composing informational pieces. By the completion of this unit, 
students should have a better understanding of how to identify 
and analyze figurative language, compare and contrast two or 
more characters, settings or events in a story or drama drawing on 
specific details from the text and identify the meaning of words 
and phrases within the text. Additionally, students should 
understand how to create engaging informative pieces that 
examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. After 
working on a variety of activities, the unit will culminate in a final 
product which asks students to create a presentation using the 
skills taught over the course of the unit. By the end of this unit, 
students will have completed a core requirement for their writing 
portfolio (W.5.2). 

 
 
 
 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

COMMON CORE N.J. PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 
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RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 
Writing 
 
W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
 
W.5.1c Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., 
consequently, specifically). 
 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 
and information clearly. 
 
W.5.2a Introduce a topic clearly, to provide a focus, and group related information 
logically; include text features such as, headings, illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 
W.5.2b Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples related to the topic. 
 
W.5.2c Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words, 
phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
 
W.5.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
 
W.5.2e Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented. 
 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
 
 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
RI.5.6   Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point of view the represent. 
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RI.5.9 Integrate and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) information form several texts om the same topic in order to 
write r speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 
RI.5.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction (see Appendix 
A), at  grade level text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, with scaffolding as 
needed. 
 
Reading Foundation 
 
RF.5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 
RF.5.4a Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
 
RF.5.4c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 
 
 
 
Writing 
 
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished 
work, and provide a list of sources. 
 
W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 
SL.5.1a Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
 
SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported 
by reasons and evidence. 
 
SL.5.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
 
Language 
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L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
 
L.5.1a Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and 
their function in particular sentences. 
 
L.5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, 
or listening. 
 
L.5.3a Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, 
and style. 
 
L.5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 
strategies. 
 
L.5.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to 
the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 
 
L.5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relations, and nuances in 
word meanings. 
 
L.5.5b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
 
L.5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 
logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in 
addition). 

 

“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
Writing: 
W.5.2 WRITE informative/explanatory texts to EXAMINE a topic and CONVEY ideas 
and information clearly. 
 
W.5.2.a 
INTRODUCE a topic clearly to provide a focus, and GROUP related information 
logically; include text features such as, headings, illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 
 
W.5.2b 
DEVELOP the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic. 
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W.5.2c  
LINK ideas within paragraphs and sections of information USING words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
 
W.5.2d  
USE precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to INFORM about or 
EXPLAIN the topic. 
 
W.5.2e  
PROVIDE a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented. 
 
W.5.4  
PRODUCE clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 

The Power Standards for this unit focus on writing. The priority reading standards, RL.5.3 and 
RL.5.4 should be given emphasis when teaching this unit during reading instruction. They will 
be tested during post-assessments. The W.5.2 standard was selected since it must be taught 
prior to state assessments in order to prepare students for informational/explanatory writing 
tasks. 
 

 

 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD:W.5.2 

WRITE 
 
 
EXAMINE 
 
 
CONVEY 

informative/explanatory texts 
 
 
a topic 
 
 
ideas and information clearly 
 

  2,3 

Students Know: 

 Different organizational structures are used to convey a specific purpose in 
writing. 
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 Where it is appropriate to use ideas and information correctly with in an 
organizational structure in writing. 

Students Can: 

 Determine when it is appropriate to use new information, prior knowledge, and 
definitions to further develop a topic. 

 Analyze writing to determine where to effectively add new information and prior 
knowledge within an organizational structure to enhance a topic or purpose. 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.2a 

INTRODUCE 

 

PROVIDE  

GROUP 

 

a topic clearly  

 

a focus 

 

related information logically 

   1,2 

 

 

    2,3 

 

 

    2,3 

 

 

 

 

Students Know: 

 A well-structured text groups related information together.  
 How to group related information.  
 A main idea is a focused and concise statement of the topic of a paragraph or 

passage.  
 Informational formatting is text features (e.g., headings, columns, captions, 

illustrations).  
 Multimedia is an alternate form of information that aids comprehension of text 

(e.g., computer technologies, posters, charts). 

Students Can: 

 Determine structure for topic and purpose of text.  
 Group related information.  
 Determine paragraph contents from groupings.  
 Determine section contents.  
 Determine formatting for text (e.g., subheadings, columns).   
 Determine relevant information for each section of text.  
 Determine if a multimedia aid is necessary for the text.  
 Determine the multimedia form that aids comprehension of the text.  
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 Determine if illustrations are necessary to aid comprehension of a text. 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.2b 

DEVELOP topic with facts definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other 

information. 

   2, 3 

Students Know: 

 A concrete detail is a fact, detail, or other specific evidence that supports an 
opinion or topic. 

 Quotations are phrases or statements repeated from a valid or verifiable source 
or person, cited properly within a text. 

Students Can: 

 Enhance their ideas with concrete details and evidence. 
 Use quotations in a paper to further support their ideas. 

 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.2c 

LINK 

 

USING 

ideas 

words, phrases, and clauses 

2 

Students Know: 

 Linking words (e.g., especially). 
 Linking phrases (e.g., in contrast, this includes). 
 Linking clauses (e.g., once lions were numerous, since the students were 

hungry). 
 Categories of information as related to the topic. 
 Experiences gained across one category can be linked or connected to another 

(e.g., one category can be text to text). 

Students Can: 

 Determine appropriate words and phrases to link ideas effectively.  
 Determine the relationship of ideas within and across a category in order to link 

ideas. 
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POWER STANDARD: W.5.2d 

USE 

 

 

INFORM/EXPLAIN 

 

precise language and domain-

specific vocabulary 

topic 

1-2 

Students Know: 

 Vocabulary words related to their topic. 
 Topics have domain-specific vocabulary. 
 Precise language informs or explains a topic. 

Students Can: 

 Determine which vocabulary words help inform or explain their topic. 
 Determine when to define domain-specific words for audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.2e 

PROVIDE a conclusion 2-3 

Students Know: 

 A concluding statement reinforces the ideas presented in the text. 
 Different ways to conclude a paper. 

Students Can: 

 Determine which information to use when formulating a conclusion. 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.4 

PRODUCE clear and coherent writing  3-4 

Students Know: 
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 To include a thesis and topic sentence in their writing to convey the main idea in 
a writing and paragraph. 

 Traditional writings include paragraphs, including an introduction and conclusion. 

Students Can: 

 Develop thesis statements that clearly state the topic, task or purpose of a paper. 
 Develop topic sentences that state the main idea, task or purpose of each 

paragraph in a paper. 
 Define paragraphs within a composed piece of writing, including an introduction 

and conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

Inform/Explain 
Paraphrase 
Concluding statement 
Concrete details 
Quotations 
Illustrations 
Multimedia 
Informative/explanatory texts 
Task 
Purpose 
Audience 
Timeline 
Famous Event 
Sources 

Draw evidence 
Compare/contrast 
Figurative language 
Conjunctions 
Prepositions 
Interjections 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 
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1. How can you use details from the 
text to identify the main idea when 
summarizing? 

 
2. How does the author of an 

informative/explanatory text explain 
a topic? 

 
 
1. I can use details from the text to 

understand the main idea when 
summarizing. 

 
2. An author of an 

informative/explanatory text uses 
ideas and information to clearly 
explain a topic. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 
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Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

 
Great news! The Star Ledger is holding a competition for their new student reporter 

position. You have always dreamed of being a roving reporter! Interviews are being held 

next month and you are required to bring a portfolio of work that reflects in-depth research 

reporting on a famous event in history. The winner will have the opportunity to tour the Star 

Ledger and get press passes to the upcoming concerts!   Are you ready for the challenge? 

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:  

 Research a Famous Event from History 
 

Task 2: 
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 Create a Timeline of the Event 
 

Task 3: 

 Write an Informative Report 
 
Task 4:Optional 
 

 Present a News Reporter Account of the Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 

W.5.2b., W.5.2c, W.5.2d, W.5.4  

 

Supporting Standards 
 
RI.5.10, W.5.9, RF.5.4 RF.5.4a  

 
 
Task 1 Detailed: 
 

 Brainstorm a list of famous events you may be interested in researching. Famous 
events in history could include wars, tragedies and triumphs. Examples of famous 
events that you could choose to write about are World War II, Sept. 11, 2001,the 
sinking of the Titanic, an event in the Civil Rights Movement, the first mission to 



13 
 

Plainfield Public School District 

space, etc.  Choose 1 event that you would like to investigate for your report. 
 

 Find sources. You are required to have at least four sources, with one book source 
and at least one Internet source. You can use more sources, but four is the 
minimum. Write down your sources. 
 

 Write notes from the sources. You may write notes in a notebook with a topic first 
and facts listed in chronological order. Each fact should be separate from the other 
facts for clear, understandable notes. Be sure to write facts in paraphrased form. 
 

 

 Be sure to include who, what, when, where, why and how in the detailed information 
on your famous event. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

 All 
“Proficient”  
criteria met 
plus: 

 Identified topic 
 

 Listed facts 
andconcrete 
details 

 

 Included 
examples or 
quotations 

 
 

 Used at least 4 
sources 

 
 

 Demonstrates 
correct use of 
language and 
conventions 
 
 
 
 

 

 Meets 4 of 
the 
“Proficient” 
(3) criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than 4 of the 
“Proficient” 
(3) criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
 
W.5.2a,W.5.2b, W.5.2c, W.5.2d, W.5.2e  

Supporting Standards 
 
RI.5.10, W.5.9, RF.5.4 RF.5.4a. 

 
 
 
Task 2: Create a Timeline of the Events 

 Using the information you gathered from Task 1 you will create a timeline of 

your event. You may want to check out some sample timelines in order to 

decide which timeline will work best for your event. 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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 Summarize the information you have and decide what important facts to 

record on your timeline. 

 Make sure your timeline is in sequential order and covers key details. You 

may want to use a two-prong timeline to include more information. You can 

add pictures, illustrations, and graphics, to enhance the presentation. 

 Read through your timeline to make sure that it is concise, informs the 

readers and is easy to read and understand. Ask other people to read it, too, 

to ensure it makes sense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards  

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 
 

4 3 2 1 
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 All “Proficient”  
criteria met plus: 

 Developed timeline 
with facts. 

 

 Included concrete 
details, quotations, 
or other information 
and examples 
related to the topic. 
 

 Timeline is in 
sequential order 

 
 

 Included  some 
graphics or text 
features  

 

 Demonstrated 
correct use of 
language and 
conventions. 
 
 
 
 

 

 Meets 4 of the 
“Proficient” (3) 
criteria 

 Meets fewer than 
4 of the 
“Proficient” (3) 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Power Standards 

W.5.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. 

W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   

Supporting Standards 

 
Task 3:Writean Informational piece 
 
Congratulations! You have done a great job with your timeline and now it’s time for you to 
show your skills by writing an informational piece on the topic you have chosen. This is your 
chance to get more information to the reader. Here are some guidelines as you work 
through the writing process: 
 

Tips for writing: 
 

 Use all the notes you collected as you work on your first draft 

 Refer to your timeline to properly sequence your report 

 Introduce topic clearly  

 Be concise and precise 

 Paraphrase information 

 Structure the content logically 

 Develop the topic with facts, definitions (when needed), details, quotations and 
interesting information 

 Provide a conclusion 

 List your sources 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 2 

 
1 
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 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

 

 

 Introduced the topic 
and provided a focus 
by grouping information 
logically. 

 

 Developed topic with 
facts, definitions, 
details, quotations or 
information and 
examples. 

 
 

 Linked ideas and  used 
transitional words 
where needed 

 

 Paraphrased 
information 

 

 Provided a conclusion 
 
 

 Demonstrated correct 
use of language and 
conventions. 

 Meets 5 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than 5of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 
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SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence. 

SL.5.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 

presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

L.5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 

 
 
Optional  
 
Task 4:    Present a News Reporter Account of the Event 
 
This is your chance to be a reporter on television!  Your will have 5 minutes to report “live” 
as the action is happening!   

 You must use a least 1 visual display for your presentation (poster, chart, power 
point slide, etc.).You may want to have a slide projected on the promethean board 
you make it look like you are reporting on the event in real time. You may alsouse 
prompts such as a microphone, charts, eyewitnesses, etc.   

 Use all the information you have learned about your famous event and report the 
facts. 

 Be sure to give key facts/evidence/details about the event. 

 Use eye contact, interaction with aids, and physical gestures demonstrate the 
 energy and interest, guiding the listener through the presentation. 
 
 

 
 
Science/Social Studies 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 
√ Research 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 
 

 Spoke clearly with 
appropriate 
vocabulary and 
information. 

 The content was 
organized logically 
with fluid transitions to 
capture and hold the 

   listener’s attention 
throughout the entire 
presentation. 

 Meets _5__ 
of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_5of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 



22 
 

Plainfield Public School District 

 Used tone, speed, 
and volume as tools 
when speaking. 

 Included facts and 
details in presentation 

 Used a visual display 

 Demonstrated 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when speaking. 

 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

8.1.P.E.1 
8.1.4.E.2 

 Check all those that apply for each task: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
√Identifying Similarities and Differences 
√Summarizing and Note Taking 
√Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑Homework and Practice 

√Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑Cooperative Learning 

√Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

√Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

√  Initiative and Leadership 
√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 
√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑Other 

 

 

 

Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional Supports + 
Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
(Tiers 1, 2, 3) 

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction for 
Special 

Education 
Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

-Access prior knowledge 

 Present topic-relate 
pictures for students to 
interpret. 

 Provide multiple 
examples to reinforce 
concepts/skills. 

 Ask students what they 
know about the topic. 

 
-Student Engagement 

 Vary instructional 
supports for students, 
such as scaffolding. 

 Provide learning 
activities based on 
students’ interests, 
readiness and learning 
profiles. 

 Offer choices of 
materials, tools and 
supports. 
 

 
Enrichment: 

 Pick higher level books  

Tier 1 
-use reading partners and 
skilled peer mentors to provide 
academic support. 
 
-explain clearly each academic 
task and the specific criteria 
needed to successfully 
complete the task. 
 
-circulate among students and 
observe and question as they 
are working. 
 
Tier 2 
-adjust and extend time as 
needed. 
 
-use multi-sensory techniques 
to present information. 
 
-provide clearly written 
directions to the tasks. 
 
Tier 3 
-provide varied texts and 
supplementary materials or 

-Review I.E.P. to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with Special 
Needs. 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

 Alter the 
environment 
to provide low-
distraction 
work areas. 

 Break 
assignment 
into short, 
sequential 
steps. 

 Create a safe 
environment 
for learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 
 

-Visual Associations: 

 Vocabulary 
Center. 

 Marzano’s 
Vocabulary 
with squares 
diagram. 

 Have students 
design and 
interpret 
graphs. 

 Use 
visualization 
strategies (e.g., 
exercises using 
imagery). 

 Utilize drawing, 
constructing, 
designing, 
creating, 
building and 
imagining. 

-Small group instruction 
or work: 

 Allow students 
to talk through 
a task orally. 
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 Choose higher level 
guided questions 

 
 
 
Use multimodality resources that 
go beyond print: 

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/music 

 Performance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

resources at different levels of 
reading difficulty. 
 
-monitor student understanding 
continuously 
 
-explain clearly each academic 
task and the specific criteria 
needed to successfully 
complete the task. 
 
 
 

  Use 
brainstorming, 
cooperative 
learning, and 
listening 
opportunities. 

 Present new 
information 
using outlines 
and notes 

 Hear thought 
provoking 
questions to 
promote 
interaction. 

 Use graphic 
organizer like 
Photo Frames. 

 

 

Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

Reading Wonders: 
 
Famous Events in History 

Literature Anthology 

Unit 1 Camping with the 

President 46-63 

Unit 1 A Walk with Teddy 64-

67 

Unit 1 The Boy Who 

Invented TV 68-85 

Unit 2 Who Wrote the U.S. 

Constitution? 96-113 

Unit 2 Parchment and Ink 

114-117 

Unit 2 The Boy Who Drew 

Birds 138-151 

The following are websites to use: 

Events in History 

http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/historical_events.html 

http://listverse.com/2011/07/14/top-10-important-events-in-us-history/ 

http://theamericanhistory.org/10-most-important-events-american-history.html 

 

Use for all tasks: 

http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/workbooks/language_arts/rprw/68rprw.pdf 

 

Task 2 Timeline Maker 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline/ 

 

Timeline Templates and Ideas: 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=timeline+templates+for+kids&go=&qs=bs&form=QBIR 

 

Sample timelines: 

http://www.datesandevents.org/index.htm 

 

 
 

http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/historical_events.html
http://listverse.com/2011/07/14/top-10-important-events-in-us-history/
http://theamericanhistory.org/10-most-important-events-american-history.html
http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/workbooks/language_arts/rprw/68rprw.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=timeline+templates+for+kids&go=&qs=bs&form=QBIR
http://www.datesandevents.org/index.htm
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Unit 3 Fibonacci’s Amazing 

Find 232-235 

Unit 3 Machu Picchu: 

Ancient City 256-259 

Unit 4 A Window into History: 

The Mystery of the Cellar 

Window 282-293 

Unit 4 Rosa 298-315 

Unit 4 Our Voices, Our Votes 

316-319 

Unit 4 The Dirt on Dirt 338-

339 

Unit 5 Bud, Not Buddy 364-

379 

Unit 5 Musical Impression of 

the Great Depression 380-

383 

Unit 5 Global Warming 384-

399 

Unit 5 When Is a Planet Not 

a Planted? 404-421 

Unit 5 The Case of the 

Missing Bees 424-427 

Unit 6 The Unbreakable 

Code 430-445 

Unit 6 Allies in Action 446-

449 

Reading/Writing Workshop 

Unit 2 Creating a Nation 94-

103 
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Unit 3 Gulf Spill Superheroes 

208-217 

Unit 4 Frederick Douglass: 

Freedoms Voice 266-275 

Unit 5 The Day the Rollets 

Got Their Moxie Back 324-

333 

Unit 6 Shipped Out 382-391 

Unit 6 Words to Save the 
World: The Work of Rachel 
Carson 424-433 
 
 
 
Using classroom and 
school library: 
 
Use non-fiction books about 
an important event in history. 
 
 
Comprehension Tool-Kit: 
 
Book-Strategy 2 “Activate 
and Connect” 
 
Book-Strategy 3 “Ask 
Questions” 
 
Book-Strategy 5 “Determine 
Importance”  
 
Book-Strategy 6 “Summarize 
and Synthesize” 
 
Science Book: 
“Science: A Closer Look”, 
Mcgraw-Hill 
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Lessons to Support Tasks 

 
  

 Create a list of famous events with the class. 

 Model how to find sources from books and the internet. 

 Model how to note-taking by using boxes and bullets. 

 Model how to gather detailed information. 

 View sample timelines. 

 Model how to summarize the information gathered and determine which facts should be included on the 
timeline. 

 Model the correct format of the timeline. 

 Review a mentor text that shows an effective informational writing piece. 

 Chart the list of tips for writing so students can refer back to it.  
 
 
 

W.2 
To introduce students to informative/explanatory texts: 

 Provide numerous examples of published informative/explanatory texts and also access via technology to 

informative/explanatory writing.  Call attention to the introductions, key ideas or points, organization, 

graphics, and endings.  This will give you opportunities to acquaint students with the genre and identify 

features of informative/explanatory text. 

 

 Discuss the expectations of this type of writing and the different formats. 

 

 Show students a range of writing samples so they see what it is that you want them to do. 
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 Give student a copy of a sample text and, if possible, display it on a screen so you can annotate portions of 

it while discussing the text’s relevant features. 

 

 Have students use sticky notes or annotate a sample text as they determine relevant features. 

 

 Bring in content-area texts to use as models of informative/explanatory texts. 

 

 As you read informative/explanatory texts aloud, ask students to try to determine the author’s purpose in 

writing the piece.  Make a chart (that you will later post in the classroom and add to throughout the year) 

listing what students have determined various authors’ purposes for writing to be. 

 

To format and integrate illustrations, headings, and multimedia into the texts: 

 Explore examples of illustrations, headings, charts, and so on with the class.  Create charts of all the options 

to add to their pieces. 

 

 Offer direct instruction to the whole class or a smaller group of students who need to learn how to use those 

features of the word processor or other software applications. 

 

 Provide time for students to practice these skills and share. 

 

To develop their topic with details, examples, and information: 

 Model for students how to choose a topic and add details. 

 

 Model how to write and use categories and headings. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers, information maps, outlines, and so on to help students organize their thinking. 

 

 Practice together writing a topic on a sheet of chart paper, then have students generate details, examples, 

and information on sticky notes.  Place these on the chart paper and move them to group relevant facts 

together. 

 

 Have students practice doing this independently with their own topic on their own paper. 

 

 Work directly with them to generate ideas and gather evidence, data, examples, or other content; then 

develop with them criteria for how to evaluate and choose the best of the bunch to work into their writing. 

 

To have students use linking words, phrases, and clauses to link ideas and create cohesion: 
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 Give students a copy of a sample text and highlight the linking words, phrases, and clauses.  Annotate how 

these help create cohesion. 

 

 Generate with students a list of linking words, phrases, or clauses. 

 

 Have students go through their papers once they have a complete draft and highlight their linking words. 

 

To help students use precise language and academic vocabulary: 

 Direct them to circle any words in their papers that are abstract, too general, or otherwise ineffective; then 

have them replace weaker words or phrases. 

 

 Generate with the class words they might or should use when writing about a specific subject, procedure, 

event, or person. 

 

To help students provide a concluding statement or section: 

 Model how to write a conclusion in front of the class. 

 

 Share published writing with students and determine how authors conclude their pieces. 

 

 Create a list of ways authors conclude informative/explanatory texts and have students choose from that list. 

 

 Have students practice writing a variety of conclusions for their text. 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Allow students to draw or illustrate facts and details about their topic and label these.  Then provide 

predictable frames for the student to continue to add details (e.g., Elephants live…Elephants eat…Elephants 

look like…). 

 

W.4 
To have students produce writing that is clear and coherent: 

 Establish for them what these terms mean and why they are important to good writing by showing them 

models from different writers. 

 

 Teach explicitly what task, purpose, and audience are. 
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 Model in front of the students writing the same topic for different audiences and different tasks and have 

students notice how the pieces differ. 

 

 Model for students how writers add and remove information in their pieces to achieve clarity.  Using a tablet 

or document camera, write a draft and then “think aloud” what you could remove and why.  Then find a 

section where you could add more and model how you would do that. 

 

 Have students read through their writing and highlight any words or sections that could be removed. 

 

 Explain the difference between concrete and abstract words and generate examples of both.  Demonstrate 

how using concrete words produces clear writing. 

 

 Direct students to underline the subject of each sentence in their text; then ask them to find all the abstract 

subjects and replace these with concrete subjects appropriate to the subject. 

 

 Teach students how to determine the extent to which all the sentences in a paragraph and the larger piece 

itself work together to make one coherent whole; think of each sentence as a piece in a larger puzzle that 

should, when assembled, show us the big picture. 

 

 Have students determine who the audience for the piece of writing will be, so you can anticipate and 

respond appropriately to their concerns and questions about your topic. 

 

 Evaluate the task and all related directions to be sure students know what they must do, include, or avoid 

when writing. 

 

To have students ensure that their writing is effectively organized: 

 Collect a wide range of texts on the same subject but written for different audiences and purposes.  Have 

students notice differences, including organizational structures.  Chart the various organizational 

structures—for different genres, and so on. 

 

 Make clear—or have students determine—the task, purpose, and occasion for this writing; then have 

students determine the best way to organize, present, and develop the topic in the paper. 

 

 Model for students how to organize a paper.  Write an example, or create a model with the students. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers to students, modeling how to use them. 

 

 Have students create some sort of map, outline, or plan before writing to improve the organization of the 

writing. 
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 Allow students to “talk it through” with a partner to ensure the organization makes sense. 

 

 Provide students with a variety of organizational structures to choose from, helping them to evaluate each in 

light of their purpose, the task, and the audience. 

 

To develop students’ ideas to the fullest effect: 

 Provide graphic organizers that encourage students to elaborate their ideas prior to writing. 

 

 Provide numerous examples and mentor texts that model details and elaboration.  Have students highlight 

and notice how these details develop and enhance the writing. 

 

 Gather and incorporate into the writing examples, details, data, information, or quotations that illustrate or 

support their ideas. 

 

 Explain what the examples, details, data, information, or quotations mean and why they are important to the 

main idea or claim they are developing. 

 

 Allow students to confer with partners to ask questions and to add details. 

 

 Consider integrating graphs, tables, charts, images, or infographics of some sort to illustrate and reinforce 

some point students are trying to make. 

 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Meet individually with your English language learner students to ensure they have time and opportunity to 

talk about the assignment and their needs as they try to write it.  Listen to them as they read their writing 

and then help them revise one specific part. 
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